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I want to praise Rankin Macdonald for his editorial in last week’s Oran titled “We're a Sorry Lot”. He is
bang on. Some politicians who are NOT in the know about the science behind climate change are
politicizing the issue and filling the air with more hot air than substance.

The goal of the Climate Action Incentive Program is to offset the cost of the fuel charge and put some
money back in your pocket. It’s meant to be an incentive to drive less and pump less CO2 into the
atmosphere. This encourages drivers to make a list and accomplish more than one chore in a trip, or
coordinate your travels with a passenger. It will encourage drivers to purchase electric or hybrid vehicles.
It encourages people to switch to heat pumps and other heat-saving technologies to heat their homes.
Governments will even provide financial incentives for people to make those conversions.

If you don’t switch away from fossil fuel use or use less, you still get back the rebate, which for most
families is more than the initial cost. The tax is just a price signal and the rebate is there to make sure you're
not worse off financially. 80% of eligible Canadians are receiving the rebate. The wealthy and non-tax
paying Canadians (ie, tourists) are not eligible.

The Canada Carbon Rebate can't be claimed as a lump sum refundable tax. Instead, you'll receive tax-free
payments in April, July, October, and January so long as your income tax is up to date with the Canada
Revenue Agency and you meet the basic requirements, which are simple and straight forward. A few
people I have talked with about the Climate Action Incentive Canada have received a little over $200.00
every quarter which amounts to over $800.00 for the year. The rebate amount will go up as the carbon tax
increases. It is now at $80 per ton, and will climb to $170 per ton by 2030. 3 provinces are exempt - BC,
Quebec and North West Territories - because they have their own carbon reduction plan which met
federal standards when this was implemented.

Over 200 Canadian economists support carbon pricing as having minimal economic impact, being a benefit
to the climate, being the cheapest way to deal with climate change, and have confirmed that most families
get more money back. Numbers you may be hearing quoted from the Parliamentary Budget Officer’s (PBO)
report confirm that the impact on inflation is a fraction of a percent.

Many politicians however, are demanding the tax not be increased due to inflation. References to
numbers on the “costs to the economy” are misinformation and used out of context. They don’t offer any
plans for addressing the costs of climate change, which is in the billions. The other issue that is not being
addressed by these individuals is the benefits of a green economy which absolutely everyone should be
working towards given the current global predictions.

CO2 is a pollutant in the case of climate change and human caused CO2 causes climate change. No,
volcanoes are not to blame for more emissions than humans. Humans emit 100 times more CO2


https://skepticalscience.com/co2-pollutant-intermediate.htm
https://skepticalscience.com/volcanoes-and-global-warming-basic.htm

cumulatively than volcanoes. When it comes to Canada’s wildfires last year it was NOT arson that was to
blame. The climate crisis made the number and intensity of Canadian wildfires twice as likely as the forests
were parched and dry far beyond normal. Finally, Canada’s forests haven’t absorbed more carbon than
they've released since 2001. Blaming other countries for climate change overlooks both Canada’s high per
capita emissions and historical emissions that continue to contribute to the climate crisis. We won't inspire
others to do more on climate change if we continue to contribute a great deal more emissions per person
than they do.


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/aug/22/climate-change-canada-wildfires-twice-as-likely
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